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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Seventy-seventh Congress: 
  
I address you, the Members of the members of this new Congress, at a moment 
unprecedented in the history of the Union. I use the word “unprecedented,” because at no 
previous time has American security been as seriously threatened from without as it is 
today. 
  
I suppose that every realist knows that the democratic way of life is at this moment being 
directly assailed in every part of the world–assailed either by arms, or by secret spreading 
of poisonous propaganda by those who seek to destroy unity and promote discord in 
nations that are still at peace. 
  
Armed defense of democratic existence is now being gallantly waged in four continents. If 
that defense fails, all the population and all the resources of Europe, and Asia, and Africa 
and Australasia will be dominated by conquerors. And let us remember that the total of 
those populations in those four continents, the total of those populations and their 
resources greatly exceeds the sum total of the population and the resources of the whole 
of the Western Hemisphere–yes, many times over. 
  
No realistic American can expect from a dictator’s peace international generosity, or 
return of true independence, or world disarmament, or freedom of expression, or freedom 
of religion–or even good business. 
  
Such a peace would bring no security for us or for our neighbors. “Those, who would give 
up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor 
safety.” 
 
Let us say to the democracies: “We Americans are vitally concerned in your defense of 
freedom. We are putting forth our energies, our resources and our organizing powers to 
give you the strength to regain and maintain a free world. We shall send you, in 
ever-increasing numbers, ships, planes, tanks, guns. This is our purpose and our pledge.” 

 



 

  
In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded 
upon four essential human freedoms. 
  
The first is freedom of speech and expression–everywhere in the world. 
  
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way–everywhere in the 
world. 
  
The third is freedom from want–which, translated into world terms, means economic 
understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its 
inhabitants-everywhere in the world. 
  
The fourth is freedom from fear–which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide 
reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will 
be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor–anywhere in 
the world. 
  
That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable 
in our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called 
new order of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb. 
  
This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free 
men and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the 
supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to gain 
those rights and keep them. Our strength is our unity of purpose. 
  
To that high concept there can be no end save victory. 
 
 


